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Letter from the Chair
Greetings Delegates!
Welcome to CIAC 2017! I’m Dara Canchester, and I’ll be your chair for Global Climate Change: The 
Fall of the World. I’m a senior (wow, how time flies), studying History and with a minor in Near East 
Studies. When I’m not debating with Model UN, you can find me exploring Ithaca, playing the 
saxophone, or spending too much time on meme pages.

Our climate focused committee will transport you in the not-so-far-off future. In committee, 
you will be accompanied by global politicians, eco-activists, scientists, business executives, and 
terrorists. Our planet’s safety and security, not to mention that of the people inhabiting it, hang in 
a dire balance of political, economic, and most importantly, ecological, warfare. To best prepare 
for committee, please read through this background guide carefully and come equipped for a 
fast-paced and dynamic committee. You might notice the creativity and enthusiasm put in our 
background guide and we think that this same attitude is required for committee. If you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns, email me at dnc32@cornell.edu. 

I’m excited to make our crisis stimulating and engaging, and to make CIAC VIII an unforgettable 
weekend.
Cheers,
Dara Canchester

Letter from the Crisis Director
Dear Delegates,
 My name is Jack Burger and I will be your crisis director for Climate Crisis for the eighth 
iteration of the Cornell International Affairs Conference. I am a junior studying Applied Economics 
and Management. I enjoy playing soccer and the ukulele, and this will be my 5th year involved in 
Model United Nations.
 I am excited to help create the crisis flow of our upcoming committee with you. Climate 
change is quickly becoming an issue that cannot afford to be ignored. This committee will explore 
some hypotheticals of what might happen if global warming is not dealt with. It will be an 
incredibly fun, unpredictable, and exciting committee. I hope you are all as excited as I am! If you 
have any questions please feel free to email me at jb985@cornell.edu. I look forward to meeting 
you all!

Best Regards,
Jack Burger



Note about Committee
 Since this committee is set in the future, in the year 2075, we’d like to give you some 
suggestions of things to think about when reading through the background guide. In a future 
committee, we don’t have the benefit of shared historical knowledge, namely, there isn’t a 
common language of what happened in the past to guide our debate. This background guide will 
serve as an indication of some histories that occurred. The intention was to set some precedents 
on what happened that will guide committee, however, at times, it was left intentionally 
ambiguous so that a collective understanding of the history that predates our committee can 
be achieved through debate or crisis notes. In sum: you have some jurisdiction over, not only 
what happens in committee, but what happened before committee. That being said, please read 
through the background guide carefully as these facts are seen as non-negotiable, and will help us 
guide debate effectively. 

 Much of the information here, since it is set in the future, is the invention of the committee. 
We’d like to provide some starting points into research about climate change. Although scientific 
knowledge is by no means required for committee, some proficiency in the current state of 
environmental affairs is recommended. At the end of the background guide, you can find some 
links to help.

General Background
Background to Committee

 It was the shot heard around the world, June 1st, 2050. The Doomsday Clock had been 
silently edging closer to midnight, but it wasn’t until this balmy summer day (winter, in the 
southern hemisphere), that it’s ticking boldly stopped at 7 seconds before Doomsday. The clock-
keepers dutifully updated the Doomsday Clock to this time after the widely anticipated report was 
published. The report stated the Worldwide Environmental Foundation’s Universal Committee for 
Combating Ecologic Disaster’s annual update on the global temperature. But this time, with the 
announcement of a 2 degrees Celsius increase, the world community did something it had been 
otherwise neglecting to do: it listened. 

 Two days earlier, the largest environmental disaster in modern history shocked the West 
Coast of the Americas. Generated by the San Andreas Fault, the 9.2 scale earthquake, colloquially 
called Bubba, caused the destruction of over 4.7 billion dollars worth of property in Los Angeles 
alone. The resulting tsunami, spanning from 100km south of San Francisco to the coast of Oaxaca, 
demolished billions of dollars of property, taking millions of lives, sparking one of the most intense 
migration processes that would come to dominate the 21st century: the frenetic migration inward. 
Two years later, a similar of scale of destruction took place, when over-saturated melted glacier 
water, following the cold subsurface flow of ocean circulation, caused the sea-level to rise by 15%. 
This phenomenon swamped both the Maldives and Seychelles, causing the death of over a million 
people. 

 20 years later, the list of natural disasters has only grown longer and longer. These events 
have sparked political, economic, and social instability across the world. According to UN World 
Report of 2075, the unprecedented increase of natural disasters has caused more than 100 political 



insurgent groups from forming, the loss of $88 trillion in destruction of property in the last 5 
years, and the death of over 300 million people since 2050. It somberly ends the report with this 
introspective detail: “In addition to the alarming loss of lives and money from natural disasters, the 
wavering power of the UN can also be attributed to the destabilizing nature of natural weather 
events and their effect on international relations. People are losing confidence in an institution 
that so far has been unable to provide any realistic protection against the events consistently 
unfolding. In this dark and looming time, the potential side consequences of these tragedies have 
interested parties around the world worried about the near future.”  

Welcome to Committee
 The environmental crisis of the 21st century has caused not only destruction of natural 
resources and ecological systems, but also the destruction of human lives, human-made 
property. It has also led a shift in global power. The 2075 UN World Report demonstrated not 
only the physical instability of the planet, but also the political volatility and resulting economic 
unpredictability. In an attempt to centralize and save both power and investments, a secret council 
of powerful parties and scientists formed to address the future, more specifically, their future in 
a toppling international system. The main goals of this committee were to sort out how power 
will shake out in a time where nation-states are crumbling in the wake of famine, insurgency, and 
crisis. Reminiscent of the Cold War’s spheres of influences, the idea was to centralize an effective 
structure of a world in chaos, a world on the edge of losing its paradigm of international politics. 
Hearing that this committee was created by (and some would argue, for) the rich and powerful, 
influential climate activists and scientists actively protested and ousted the committee until a more 
fair representation of the world’s population was invited to join. Other activists, generally coming 
from the left, actively argue against this institution, believing that it is time for a change in the 
hierarchical systems that have dominated global politics for the past 300 years. They actively lobby 
and protest The Council and are in the process of creating a new methodology for international 
politics. However, as the internal arguing of the UN and global conflicts increase, this committee is 
seen as an influential and stabilizing force.

A Brief Timeline of Events
US pulls out of Paris Climate Accord, local US senators and 
legislators work with foreign countries, Washington blocks most 
of involvement

 June 2017: The United States announced in June that it would be pulling out of the 
historic Paris Agreement signed under the previous administration. This was done under the 
pretense of  benefitting the US economy as well as protecting various trade and industrial goals. 
Without regulation, the United States was free to pursue economic and industrial growth without 
limits on investment, waste management, and pollution release. The business community split 
between companies helped by the withdrawal and those who banded together to remain under 
the original agreement. Those who supported leaving the Paris Accords gained favor with the 
government and became privy to special tax cuts, handouts, and certain classified documents.



US Gov attempts to ramp up fossil fuel usage
 January 2018: By executive order and pressure from outside actors, legislation is passed 
to increase the exploration, drilling, and use of fossil fuels. Funds are poured into the dying coal 
industry in the hope of new discoveries, while oil drilling demands on land and offshore, not to 
mention special unilateral trade deals made with countries, particularly in the Middle East, to 
exponentially increase fossil fuel resources. The United States budget is increased by 350% through 
loans from countries including China and Russia - both countries pursuing alternative energy. The 
current administration has cultivated friendly personal relationships with both countries which 
were exploited to drive the growth of United States industry and GDP. Exxon Mobile, notably, was 
extremely profitable during this time period.

Certain companies take prominent role in both pushing for 
reduced emissions (Google/Facebook/Apple) and increased 
(Lockheed Martin, Boeing)

 2018-2020: Various states and business have banded together to sign a pact, “We Will 
Survive,” that commits American states, leaders, and businesses to previous environmental 
promises. Some restrictions have become even more severe as the global environmental crisis 
has worsened from the United States’ exit and action among other countries wavering on their 
commitment. Companies like Google have been developing technology exclusive to the members 
of the treaty along with certain countries including Brazil, India, and Germany. This technology 
is most pointed towards high-efficiency clean energy production and salt-water purification 
machines. Facebook and Apple have also joined Google and other environmental organizations in 
providing aid for climate refugees, forced out of their homes because of rising sea levels, drought, 
famine, and dangerous weather patterns. Companies like Lockheed Martin, Boeing, and BAE 
systems (relocated from the UK following restrictive laws) continue to oppose reduced emissions. 
Deals with the United States government continue to benefit them, and climate conflict over 
resources drives a growing arms industry.

Meanwhile...
 Globally connected groups, interested in toppling the reigning hierarchy of power, which 
gives international influence solely to governments of nation-states, connect transnationally. These 
groups, generally coming from leftist, sometimes even anarchist corners of the political spectrum, 
work together to dissolve not only neoliberal power but the global constellation of power that 
comes from international relations. In short, these groups sought to overthrow borders. 

 The United States is now also facing food shortages and economic strain from both 
population increases, increasingly-dry conditions in agricultural states, and rising unemployment. 
Inflation is rising. The United States is still deeply in debt.

Renegotiate a new climate deal
 2025: The United States attempts to negotiate a new climate deal with global powerhouses: 
India, China, Russia, Brazil, and the fractured but still kicking EU. Unfortunately, due to its lack of  
resources and low credibility, the more powerful and booming countries decide to form a summit 
of Influential Contributors to the Safety of the Environment. The US was not invited. More and 
more countries choose to invest their businesses in companies associated with the countries of



Global Revolutions 2030-2050
 This 20-year period saw a dramatic increase in the number of revolutions in different 
countries across the globe. These countries saw dramatic protests, riots, and seizures of state 
by groups from all over the political spectrum, extreme left to extreme right. Some of these 
revolutions came out of a demographic crisis, like Brazil and India, and extreme inequality in 
wealth. A few came from direct impact of climate change, like the Maldives. Others were long 
standing conflicts that tied together all forms of political and humanitarian crises, like Syria. 

the ICSE.  The people in the United States begin to protest even with the new administration’s hard 
work to save the country.

Failures and New Beginnings
 2030: The state of the environment noticeably crumbles, flooding plagues the coasts, 
sparking a massive migration, earthquakes devastate property and human lives, temperatures are 
rising to unbearable degrees, farms and crops falter and the major Food Crisis of 2035 is in sight. 
An international collaborative group of science, initiated by a Pakistani bio-technology firm, begins 
research on searching for planets that could (A) inhabit the (increasingly overpopulated) human 
population or (B) at least serve as some viable farm space for growing crops.

Global temp raises 1 degree
 2040: Global temperatures rise 1 degree. As much progress as has been made in domestic 
politics for the United States, the environment has continued to deteriorate. Attempts from 
Russia, China, India, and other countries from the EU have not been enough because the actions 
to correct global climate change have mostly been done domestically, without a worldwide 
effort. Technology is racing ahead, yet countries are hesitant because many see environmental 
technology as a booming industry that is most effectively exploited by waiting until prices have 
peaked, in order to sell technology to countries in need. Germany is 100% based on renewable 
energy, for example, yet will not work with countries outside of the EU. Some also see this as a 
security issue, as sharing this technology may open doors for cyberattacks or give countries the 
ability to reverse engineer other technology. India and China are closest to working together, yet 
other countries are against the partnership of two of the greatest world powers and the hierarchy 
of power that would create for the remaining, struggling countries. 

Scientist x releases findings saying US involvement earlier 
could've solved problem

 2050: New Science (a corporation of ambitious scientists) shows that the US could have 
played a critical role in preventing the recent temperature rise had they focused on environmental 
issues, and also predicts another 2 degree rise of global temperature before the end of the century. 
This undermines progress for domestic US politics, though the US has notably made steps forward 
by working on bilateral agreements with many countries to rebuild economically, address refugee 
issues, and work on environmental problems. The closest partner to the US is now the EU. China is 
becoming closer with Russia and moving away from India. African countries continue to collapse, 
millions of people have died from famine and drought. Food shortages are causing issues in 
developed nations and have prompted the creation of many different ration programs (causing 
more turmoil). Most island countries have been drowned, with the people displaced or dead. A 
huge earthquake has also rocked the United States, sending people fleeing from the West Coast 
and resulting catastrophic tsunami into European countries. 



Countries Fight
 2050-2065: The EU turns on the United States because of the refugee crisis. Countries in 
the EU we should name these countries) agree that the United States cannot be tolerated for 
funneling overwhelming amounts of refugees to Europe because of food and water shortages. 
They cut off economic ties. Some radical groups (which ones) from Spain, France, and Italy take 
up arms and enter the U.S. through Cuba and Mexico, beginning a series of local terrorist attacks 
to drive out townspeople and take over food banks. China emerges as a partner after turning 
on Russia in favor of the United States. U.S. military industry begins to rise again, and becomes 
the main selling point for U.S. relations as, clearly, resource wars turn deadly. Russia bands with 
other, former USSR countries in the region but is largely left to itself. This is not too much of an 
issue yet, as biological engineering has created plants to grow in warming-Siberia and strict 
family laws paired with violent refugee restrictions have kept population under control. India’s 
new technology with planes, trains, and cars is also of interest to the United States as the military 
industrial complex ramps up production. This is also of interest to the motor industry, who control 
much of this technology and will now have to work with military businesses internationally who 
want this technology. The Middle East is in trouble - fossil fuels are on their last legs, with many 
wells completely tapped. It is unclear how relations will continue once oil runs dry and what 
alternatives oil-dependent countries will rely on. Certain small countries have started to call for 
new technology to build “ARCSS” - Alternative Renewable Climate Survival Systems - large-scale 
ships for temporary refugee holding. (this is very very U.S. centric) also a lot of it is very general. I 
think it would be better to have more detailed things, even if it means a little less.

Background Information
Global Climate Change

 Humans have always made impacts on a global scale, and nowhere is that more true than 
the environment. Using different models comparing human-induced vs. natural drivers of climate 
change reveal most of the rise, especially during the past three decades, is due to forcing from 
human activities. Looking at socio-economic and Earth system trends, there has been a “great 
acceleration” since the 1950’s in terms of energy use, fertilizers, water, carbon dioxide, surface 
temperature, ocean acidification, marine fish capture , and tropical forest loss due to human 
activity. Without regard for the environment, society has created the catastrophes we are facing 
today. The evidence of these trends and the negative consequences for society, if it was not clear 
before the great floods, famines, and droughts, has become overwhelming today. Yet now the 
problems do not need to just be recognized, but they have to be addressed.

 The United States currently accounts for 20% of global energy consumption, but 
projections for future consumption are increasing exponentially across the world because of 
factors like increasing population and desires for improved living standards (the “developing” 
world). Cheap fossil fuels enabled the industrial revolution that delivered an era of prosperity for 
society, but we are living on borrowed time because oil, coal, and natural gas are all going to run 
out. These are the “Years of Living Dangerously.” should clarify what time period we are talking 
about in this background)

 Global warming has been recognized since the mid 20th century, where we started to see 
a dramatic rise, particularly in ocean temperatures. Because of the ocean’s high heat capacity, the 
oceans absorbed most of the heat from greenhouse warming over the past fifty years, and as it 



equilibrates with the atmosphere, the ocean temperature will rise. Scientists agree that we hit a 
critical “tipping point”  in 1990 for rising ocean temperature, melting ice levels, reduced latitudinal 
temperature gradients, weakening the polar vortex, more extreme weather patterns and more 
severe storm systems, and destroying ecosystems for wildlife. Projections for future warming 
show temperature increasing from 1.1 to 6.4 degrees C from 1990 to 2100, and this is referred to 
“warming in the pipeline” because we are committed to the increase in temperature (i.e. we have 
ensured that this is, at least, the minimum warming the earth will face). The earth is dying, but it 
is going to take us down with it. With a lack of previous policy or care from international powers 
about climate change, it is time for you to step up and save the human race from itself. 

 The most important climate action taken within the history of our planet to make 
widespread changes for environmental safety were the 2015 Paris Climate Talks:
Every leader from all nations signed a statement to prevent earth from warming over 2 degrees C 
from pre-industrial levels, and that we must take the planet to net zero carbon emissions by mid-
century.

• For the survival of island nations, must prevent earth from warming over 1.5 degrees C, to 
reach this goal we would have to take global energy system to zero net carbon emissions in 
thirteen years.

• Wealthy nations, which have added most Co2, bear the biggest responsibility to transition to 
net emissions sooner and provide financial assistance to poorer countries. 

• Prevent earth from going over 2 degrees C, need zero carbon emissions by  mid-century, 
need zero carbon emissions in 13 years for 1.5 degrees C - wealthiest nations have the most 
responsibilities

 The wealthiest nations had the most responsibility for the changes - both because of the 
amount of pollution they produced as well as their capabilities to begin worldwide action. After 
the United States pulled out of the agreement in mid-2017, China became the global leader 
in environmental action. Rushing ahead on energy security, environmental preservation, and 
manufacturing and industrial transformation, China has also become the global economic leader 
along with India, Russia, and many nations in the European Union. We have also seen a great 
increase in grassroots movement across many countries lagging behind their commitments, most 
notably in Australia and the United States, to protect food security, rehome climate refugees, and 
balance national security with climate strategies. 

 The World Stock Exchange helped drive these issues. Oil was one of the largest markets 
internationally, followed closely by coal and gas in different markets from London to Moscow 
to New York City. Energy companies needed to replace product as soon as they sold it, so they 
continued to invest amazing amounts of money in exploring new fossil fuel reserves, driving 
the market and industry for these materials. Facing opposition from the “fossil fuel divestment 
movement,” some big energy players realized they needed to transition away from the old 
business model while others grew and then collapsed after the end of fossil fuels. 

 Business communities signed on to climate security in many countries to protect interests 
even against decisions of political leaders. The creation of new energy industries, including the 



growth of renewable energy, nuclear energy, and new forms of transportation, drove economic 
development in progressive countries. Economic leaders also continue to break with political 
leaders in grassroots movement to fund individual development for new technology, yet there are 
some worries about what kinds of inventions will arise particularly related to nuclear energy. Other 
nations, specifically those dependent on oil profits or who refused to recognize changing times, 
failed to keep up. This lead to political chaos, social uprising, and economic collapse, most notably 
in the Middle East (feels awkward to say that at the end, might be just me). 

 China is clearly the leader in climate security and economic power. The United States has 
fallen behind, save for some notable bottom-up movements and popular action in the face of a 
system of democracy that devolved to divide the nation on economic, social, and environmental 
matters. With limiting voting opportunities and corrupt leaders, the United States needs political 
overhaul and strategic investigation to  find weaknesses and regain control of the nation. Russia 
continues to develop nuclear energy capacities and works closely with China and India through 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). If successful, they will be in a powerful bargaining 
position to assist other countries in terms of energy. India has become the global leader in 
alternative methods of transportation, particularly electric cars, trains, and planes. With this 
technology, they are poised to control much of global trade as traditional combustion and diesel 
engines become obsolete. 

Positions
Karenna Gore

Director of the Center for Earth Ethics at Union Theological Seminary, eco-activist, and Al Gore’s 
daughter; after winning the Nobel Peace Prize for her efforts in mitigating the environmental 
impact of the 2036 war between Thailand, Laos, and Vietnam and helping to negotiate peace, she 
was notably named the chief environmental advisor to Maldives President Mansoor Mohamed, 
also present in this committee

Myles Allen
Prominent climate scientist and head of the Climate Dynamics group at the University of Oxford's 
Atmospheric, Oceanic and Planetary Physics Department; in addition to being an acknowledged 
climatology expert, he is known for aggressive Twitter rants against climate change deniers

Laura Rubin
Daughter of Rebecca Rubin, famed eco-terrorist and arsonist; currently serves as the chieftain of 
the Earth Liberation and Animal Liberation Front, an acknowledged eco-terrorist group; she seeks 
revenge for the destruction of Mother Earth, and literally considers Earth her second mother

Winnie Byanyima
Co-founder of the Global Gender and Climate Alliance, executive director of Oxfam Intl, an 
organization devoted to decreasing world poverty; she represents the interests of the world’s poor, 
who are arguably the most impacted by climate change yet the most ignored segment of the 
population; although she is Ugandan, she is married to Roger Johnson, the President of Nigeria



Livia Julia Kerry Nahed
Granddaughter of former US Secretary of State John Kerry, serves as the current US Secretary of 
State; represents US interests in negotiations and is known as an uncompromising deal-maker; 
after completing her Rhodes Scholarship studying particle physics with a concentration in nuclear 
engineering, she served as consultant to the Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO)

Kim Jong Suk
The first female supreme leader of North Korea, Kim seeks to disrupt Western alliances and 
generate profit from the climate crisis by scaling up human trafficking, illicit good smuggling, 
among other operations

Bryan Sheffield
Billionaire and CEO of Parsley Energy, an oil and gas explorations company with significant fracking 
expertise; a native Texan and climate change sceptic, he’s known in Washington for aggressive 
lobbying on behalf of federal oil and gas explorations permitting and associated deregulation

Kattiya Indaravijaya
President and executive director of Thailand’s biggest lender (Kasikornbank Pcl); the company is 
the UN’s biggest issuer of debt to finance missions before reimbursement from member countries; 
however, Kattiya has proven prone to manipulation from the highest bidder, and has entertained 
the possibility of ending the UN’s line of credit

Natarajan Chandrasekaran
Extremely influential businessman and chairman of Tata Sons; as the most powerful businessman 
in India, Natarajan represents the interests of the wealthy Parsi community and makes decisions 
while heavily considering the potential impacts on the wealthy; Tata has also expanded into the 
national defense market, and has supplied weapons systems to organizations regardless of their 
legitimacy

Barron Trump
son of former US President Donald Trump and budding alt-right climate change denier. The 
Trump Organization currently owns FX news, the spiritual successor of a merger of Fox News with 
Infowars and Breitbart. It remains one of most-watched news program in America, giving Barron 
Trump a large public profile and an effective platform for spreading his views.

Tlacucahuatl Ocelotl
High profile eco-activist from Central America, name means Peanut Ocelot in Nahuatl - currently 
standing trial for her ties to a group involved in the destruction of 3 Petrobras oil refineries 
between 2060 and 2062 in which he, along with an organization of over 1000 other activists, 
destroyed the refineries with so much damage that Petrobas had to close their doors. During her 
trial, Ocelotl has been writing about a global revolution to end the corporatization of politics, 
economy, and more importantly, natural resources and the environment. She has become 
incredible popular and is known as the voice of the movement, having a global following and 
readership in the billions of people.



Mansoor Mohamed
President of Maldives, a country that has suffered from natural disasters and rising sea levels in 
the last couple of decades. Facing a rapidly declining population from emigration and rampant 
poverty, the country is almost entirely reliant on a dwindling pipeline of international aid to stay in 
existence.

Evgeniy Neputin
CEO of Gazprom, the Russian state owned megacorporation, not related to Vladimir Putin in 
any way whatsoever. Gazprom is now extremely powerful and involved in every aspect of 
Russian industry, from its original business of oil and gas to steel production, coal mining, and 
manufacturing of automobiles, planes, ships, and electronics.

Roger Johnson
Chair of the African Union, president of Nigeria, a country that is struggling with the effects of 
a massive population boom. While ethnic and religious tensions still exist, it is far less than the 
conflicts of the late 20th and early 21st centuries. This has allowed Nigeria to become an economic 
superpower on the African continent, with Lagos becoming the third most populous city on the 
planet. Poverty is still rampant, despite significant increases in standards of living. Johnson, a 
Christian, was elected on the promise of improving conditions in both the slums of Lagos and 
improving infrastructure in the rural north. Desertification has recently become a problem near its 
northern border, which may again exacerbate tensions in the Muslim majority northern part of the 
country.

Abdul Abdulah
Yemeni warlord representing a collection of secular militant groups in Africa and the Middle East. 
These groups claim to fight against greed and abuse of oil wealth by the rulers of oil-rich nations, 
and played a large role in the current insurgencies occurring in Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Turkey. 
While some support his efforts to pressure the governments to do more to combat desertification 
and ongoing poverty/refugee issues, others believe that these groups have done more harm than 
good in destabilizing what were formerly the most powerful Sunni countries in the region.

Macarena Martínez Callejas
An Argentine eco-activist who worked with the government to achieve the dissolution of major 
Argentinian pipelines. She is most notably known for her international organizing against IIRSA 
(La Iniciativa para la Integración de la Infraestructura Regional Suramericana - Initiative for the 
Integration of the Regional Infrastructure of South America) in the early 21st century. Her victory, 
in dissolving IIRSA was known as one of the most important acts in environmental justice of the 
21st century. She is concerned as well with indigenous rights and retributions from the state. 
However, as the glaciers at the bottom of her country melt, she is turning her aim at countries that 
expand and exploit natural resources on a global scale. 

Howard Smith
US Senate Majority Leader - D, TX - has presidential ambitions. He is very popular with Catholic 
immigrants in Texas and the southwest and has lukewarm support from members of both parties, 
but has come under fire for being accused of selling out to oil companies. Currently undergoing a 
messy custody battle with his ex-wife. He is the only Democrat senator that opposes new 



environmental regulations. The Democrats currently have a 51-49 majority in the Senate, but the 
VP is Republican so Democrats cannot pass any environmental regulations. The upcoming senate 
election is very much a tossup, but Smith is almost guaranteed to keep his seat if he does not run 
for President.

Jeb Bush III
US Speaker of the House - R, FL - also has presidential ambitions, son of Jeb Bush Jr. and grandson 
of Jeb Bush. Although his father was not involved in politics, Jeb Bush III is determined to 
restore the Bush political dynasty and make a name for himself. His main base of support is from 
conservative whites and hispanics in the South and Midwest. The republicans have a supermajority 
in the House due to redistricting and electoral /demographic changes, including a prominent 
rightwards shift in hispanic voters.

James Gardner
billionaire philanthropist and CEO of General Motors. He is one of the main factors behind the 
explosion in popularity of electric cars. There are now almost 10 million electric vehicles on the 
road in America, and almost half of them were manufactured by GM. He is both adored and hated 
for his massive political contributions in support of climate change legislation.

Ah Chea
President of Russian pseudo-philanthropy Правда для Людей, which claims to support small 
research projects and ventures following an agenda of pushing Russian soft power and making a 
hefty profit. The philanthropy is tied to the government and has worked with past presidents and 
prime ministers in the past, and it owns various small media companies with ties to the dark web. 
Chea moved to Russia first to work for Gazprom, though later split ways after tension, and comes 
from a background of wealth from unconfirmed sources. 

Mohammad Mato
Popular figure to who rose to fame through his DVD series on in-home karate lessons. He has 
starred in fitness videos, has trained celebrities for active movie roles, and continues to guest star 
on various prime-time television shows. He uses his role as a popular figure on social media and 
through privately-produced short-films to influence ground-up social movements. He has already 
proven his success at rallying large groups of people in the past, and some are worried he could be 
a force to be reckoned with from the bottom up in the future.

Vesna Hrotsuitha
Coming from old German elites, Hrotsuitha is the budding PM in reformed Turkey, now a beacon 
for progressive republican values. Hrotsuitha arrived through a chaotic and bloody military coup, 
yet soon installed a democratic republic focused on raising Turkey’s standing internationally and 
becoming a great power. Her military remains utterly loyal and her rising popularity among her 
people make her a force to be reckoned with on the world stage. She compares to Ataturk, the 
famed Turkish leader, and is creating a following to rival Ataturk’s cult of personality.



Articles to Help with Current Topics
• The Consequences of Climate Change- https://climate.nasa.gov/effects/ 
• http://www.conserve-energy-future.com/15-current-environmental-problems.php  
• Fights for Climate Justice (in the context of Dakota Access Pipeline) - http://news.

nationalgeographic.com/2017/01/impact-keystone-dakota-access-pipeline-environment-
global-warming-oil-health/ 

• Climate Change Denial - https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=nM_xCwAAQBAJ
&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=climate+change+denial&ots=Oks0V7CEVV&sig=b77ZtjgGvtV6o0L-
cGySjKDrX0o#v=onepage&q=climate%20change%20denial&f=false And 

• https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/aug/07/usda-climate-change-language-
censorship-emails 

• Paris Climate Agreement - https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/
application/pdf/english_paris_agreement.pdf 

• China and Climate Change - https://www.c2es.org/international/key-country-policies/china 
• Eco-activism - http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/10-Latin-American-Indigenous-Rights-

Warriors-You-Need-to-Know-20160508-0045.html 
• Research into Climate Change in Africa - https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-

cage/wp/2017/03/09/how-will-climate-change-affect-africa-heres-why-we-dont-know/ 
• 2017 Documentaries about Climate Change - http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/blog/

earth-day-watch-list-17-new-films-about-sustainability-climate-change/ 


