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Letter from the Chair
Dear Delegates,
Welcome to the Joint Crisis Committee: Pirates of the 1700s! My name is Holly Grace, and I am 
excited to be chairing your committee for the Cornell International Affairs Conference 2017. Our 
committee will be working extremely closely with the JCC: British Navy throughout the conference, 
and you can expect an action-packed weekend filled with military raids, pirate attacks, and 
strategic planning.

         I am a senior at Cornell University in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences majoring 
in Biology and Society with a concentration in Global Health and Disease. I became involved in 
Model UN during high school, where I helped grow my high school delegation’s involvement 
at conferences and taught new members parliamentary procedure. Since coming to Cornell, I 
have stayed very involved in Model UN by staffing and traveling to conferences each semester. In 
addition to my involvement in Model UN and the Cornell International Affairs Society, I have been 
an active leader in multiple student government organizations, a member of the campus service 
fraternity, and a writer for a policy analysis journal. When I have some free time, I love to watch old 
Disney movies, especially Pirates of the Caribbean.

         The Pirates of the 1700s are faced with finding their position in a rapidly developing world. 
The British navy is gaining more and more control of the seas and our way of life seems to be 
coming to an end. It is our job over this weekend to fight for a place in the world and prepare for 
the future. Your dais and I have created a background guide to help you to start your research on 
how the pirates got to their positions today and what possibilities there are for the future. Please 
use this guide and the questions provided to prepare for the conference. I am looking forward to 
hearing what perspectives and solutions you bring to discuss. If you have any questions about the 
committee or the conference, please do not hesitate to contact me. I am excited to meet you all at 
CIAC 2017!

Sincerely,
Holly Grace
heg55@cornell.edu



Letter from the Crisis Director
Dear Delegates,

I hope that you all are as excited as we are to host you at Cornell as a part of the Joint Crisis 
Committee: Pirates of the 1700s! My name is Girisha Arora and it is my pleasure to be your Crisis 
Director for what is slated to be an exhilarating committee session filled with conniving against the 
British navy and a fair share of looting and racketeering.

I am a sophomore in the College of Arts and Sciences majoring in Government and Economics 
with a minor in International Relations. I started participating in Model UN when I was in high 
school in India and have continued to do so during my time at Cornell by participating as a staffer 
for conferences that we host. Apart from the Cornell International Affairs Society, I am a member 
of a policy think tank and work as an Associate News Editor for the university’s newspaper. I have 
always been a fan of the Pirates of Caribbean series and hope to meet more enthusiastic followers 
of the movies when the Brethren Court convenes this November.

The dais is looking to welcome a committee that is ready to think on it’s feet and work with 
continuous crises. It is a joint crisis hence any actions taken by the pirates is going to affect the 
decisions taken by the British navy and vice versa. Hopefully, the background guide will provide a 
good starting point for your research and a way for you to know your characters well. Please feel 
free to reach to me if you have any questions. I look forward to seeing you all at CIAC VIII!

Sincerely,
Girisha Arora
ga276@cornell.edu



How to Send a Note
1. Notes must contain your signature.

2. The names of who the note is addressed to must be written on the outside of the note.

3. Be clear, brief, and creative with your notes.

4. Use notes to get information from Crisis or other delegates.

5. Do not read notes addressed to other delegates. If you wish to spy, send a note to Crisis about 
it.

About Crisis Committees
There are four ways to make an impact in this crisis committee. The first is simply by raising 
your placard and making your voice heard. The second way is by passing directives as a whole 
committee. These directives can be passed by a simple majority of the delegates present. The chair 
has the right to veto any directive, but she will almost always listen to the advice of the committee. 
Directives carry a large amount of power since they must be supported by the entire committee. 
The third way to exert your power in a crisis committee is to pass notes to other delegates in the 
room. This can be done at any time, and you can use this method to form alliances and make 
deals. Finally, the fourth way is to use portfolio powers. Send a note to crisis describing the action 
you wish to perform or giving instructions to people loyal to you. Then the crisis director will read 
your note and send a reply. Depending on the current situation of the committee and the crisis 
director’s judgement, your action will have varying degrees of success.

Committee Structure
• Each delegate has individual powers, connections, and weaknesses. If you have any questions 

about your position, please ask Crisis. 

• The committee will vote by simple majority, unless a vote is passed to change it during 
committee.

• No phones, laptops, or other electronics are allowed in committee. Delegates are strongly 
discouraged from doing research during the conference.

• All directives and notes should be handwritten. Anything typed will not be accepted.



General Background
History and Economic Background

 Loathed from the thrones of Europe, pirates continue to frustrate the vast imperial designs 
of continental monarchs and monopolists alike. Shipping losses throughout the Atlantic and 
Indian Oceans have led English lawmakers to cement in law the status of pirates as hostes humani 
generis - “enemies of all mankind” (Rediker 26). This characterization, however, has hardly been 
universal. The benefits, even necessity of piracy in the 17th and 18th centuries to Europe and 
beyond have fostered its growth to the widespread practice it enjoys today.

Filling the Gaps
 For much of the 17th century, the New World was considered a “lawless zone” by European 
powers (O’Malley 89). Spain refused to recognize French, British, and Dutch possessions in 
the Americas, and peace treaties signed on the continent were scarcely followed past the 
western edge of the Atlantic. Territorial legitimacy could only be established through active 
demonstrations of force.

 Privateers, naval mercenaries commissioned by one European crown or another, played 
a useful role amidst this anarchy. Imperial powers in conflict employed privateers to disrupt 
their opponents’ trade in the Caribbean. Non-Spanish powers like England also specifically used 
privateers to siphon a portion of Spain’s enormous American wealth into their own empires 
(Rediker 24). In times of peace, privateers were also tools of crude justice, granted letters of reprisal 
by victimized subjects to seize damages from subjects of the offending state (McDonald 13). 
While they began as useful supplements to developing navies, privateers frequently exceeded the 
limits of their letters of marque. Seizing opportunities to attack vessels of non-enemy countries 
or continuing to pillage after the expiration of their commissions (McDonald 14; O’Malley 99), 
privateers easily slid into illegal piracy.

 In addition to serving European states, privateers and pirates were also used to great 
effect by their colonies. Empire-building, haphazard as it was, frequently left colonial governors 
to defend themselves with limited assistance from naval forces. To fill this void, governors 
commissioned the work of pirates and privateers. While English colonies like Antigua which failed 
to solicit defenders suffered numerous raids and harassment by Spanish forces, other colonies like 
Jamaica enjoyed relative security (McDonald 44-45). Jamaica’s governors marketed Port Royal as 
a base for piracy, inviting seafaring brigands to do business and restock their provisions on the 
island (McDonald 44). Rather than becoming a punching bag for Spanish aggression, Jamaica not 
only suffered no serious attacks but also became a substantial threat to Spanish shipping in the 
Caribbean (McDonald 44-45).

 Pirates were also vital traders in 17th century colonial economies. Despite its advantages 
for continental rulers and monopolists, Mercantilism restricted the supply of heavily demanded 
goods to the colonies. One such good was silver. Unable to trade with other empires, English 
colonies found themselves consistently starved of currency. The Spanish silver brought by loot-
laden pirates into North American ports like Charleston and New York was a welcome source of 
capital (Rediker 99). 



 Another such good, far more terrible, was the slave. Legal importation of slaves to the 
New World was limited to firms with exclusive charters such as the Royal African Company and 
the East India Company, and often failed to meet demand in North American colonies. Instead, 
slaves were sold by smugglers, including privateers and pirates. Clearing the slave market made 
pirates enormously popular among colonists, who gladly supplied munitions and intelligence. 
Throughout the English colonies, mobs would even form to defend pirates on trial (McDonald 58; 
Rediker 99-100). The provision of coerced labor made pirates indispensable to the North American 
colonies.

Into the Indian Ocean
 Near the end of the 17th century, the Indian Ocean was the world’s richest trading ground 
for silks, silver, and spices (McDonald 82-83). Witnessing the enormously successful plunder of 
pirates like Thomas Tew in the Indian Ocean (McDonald 1), swarms of Caribbean pirates turned 
their eyes to the east, looking to secure their own loot from this incredibly lucrative hunting 
ground.

 Pirates entering the Indian Ocean during this period had considerable advantages. Many 
English pirates were veterans of the crown’s Caribbean and Pacific campaigns against the Spanish, 
well prepared for long voyages across the Atlantic and raiding Mughal treasure ships (McDonald 
83). Despite violating the exclusive charters of English trading companies like the Royal African 
Company and East India Company, the Royal Navy’s weak presence in North America allowed 
pirates to exchange goods from the East Indies with impunity (McDonald 42). In addition, North 
American merchants sought to replace their own ships with commissioned pirates for slave trading 
ventures to the Indian Ocean (McDonald 82-83).

 Even more crucial, however, were the factors contributing to Indian Ocean pirate 
settlements. One of these was the role of pirates in internecine Malagasy conflicts on Madagascar. 
Carrying firearms and substantial military experience, pirates were powerful allies to certain 
warring factions among Madagascar’s indigenous communities, raising certain clans to martial 
dominance, which in turn presented useful partners for securing land and slaves (McDonald 82-
83). The beachhead made with Madagascar’s indigenous Malagasy clans was further cemented 
by financial assistance from North American investors. Groups of merchants from cities like New 
York, viewing pirate settlements on Madagascar as valuable partners for slave trading ventures, 
provided such communities with supplies, transportation by ferry, and mail service (McDonald 83). 
In conjunction with a limited Royal Navy presence in the region (McDonald 42), these advantages 
allowed pirates to transform Madagascar into both a lucrative source of slaves and a strategic base 
for raids further into the Indian Ocean.

 Pirate exploits into the Indian Ocean didn’t go unnoticed. American colonists viewed the 
victims of pirate attacks as “moors”, the suffering of whom was an object of indifference (McDonald 
82). The Mughal Empire, on the other hand, was incensed. On September 7, 1695, Henry Every’s 
crew raided the Ganj-i-Sawaj, the largest ship in the Mughal fleet (Andrews). Outraged, Aurangzeb 
imprisoned or expelled several East India Company employees (Andrews; McDonald 95). 

 English parliament responded to subsequent pleas from influential East India Company 
officials, cracking down on Indian Ocean pirates with a campaign of arrests and executions 
(McDonald 94-96). At the same time, pirate settlements on Madagascar were facing weak settler 
inflows and mounting indigenous resistance (McDonald 97-98). Combined, these factors led to a 
decline in this period of Indian Ocean piracy.



The New Golden Age
 Now at the dawn of the 18th century, piracy in the West Indies appears to be flourishing 
again. The War of Spanish Succession has just ended, resulting in massive contractions in the 
British, French, and Spanish navies (Rediker 23). The Royal Navy alone has cut 30,000 sailors of its 
payrolls (Rediker 23). Slaving ships arriving in the New World stocked with guards to pacify their 
cargo are returning to Europe with commodities and skeleton crews (O’Malley 99). In conjunction 
with the expiration of letters of marque (Rediker 23), these shifts have saturated the Caribbean 
with experienced, unemployed veteran sailors ripe for piracy.

 Furthermore, the romantic allure of piracy is as attractive as ever. Conditions for sailors 
on merchant vessels are unforgiving: quarters are cramped, rations are meager, captains apply 
discipline with the utmost brutality, disease runs rampant, and working hazards promise short 
lifespans (Rediker 43-44). Merchant sailors eagerly surrender themselves to their pirate captors, 
often volunteering to defect to their crews, and for good reason (Rediker 47). The life of a pirate 
wasn’t considerably less hazardous than a sailor’s (Rediker 9), but there is at least dignity. Food and 
drink is plentiful and the loot is fairly divided (Rediker 9). Captains are elected and accountable 
to their crews (Rediker 9), as they should be on ships packed with former mutineers. Most 
importantly, piracy provides “camaraderie” and an “ethic of justice” (Rediker 9), virtues rarely found 
on merchant vessels.

 As before, the Royal Navy is still spread too thin to effectively police Britain’s American 
holdings (Rediker 24-25), a fact compounded by the Caribbean’s narrow inlets and shallow waters 
(Rediker 29). Targets are still plentiful as post-war trade resumes. However, political and economic 
conditions are changing. As colonial plantation economies mature and imperial geopolitics 
stabilize, the economic value which pirate plunder brings into Europe’s empires becomes less 
and less significant compared to consistent, secure trade (Rediker 24). Independent traders are 
beginning to supplant their chartered predecessors (Rediker 21), squeezing out smugglers. 
Furthermore, Britain has placed substantial financial stakes in the Asiento slaving contract it’s 
secured from Spain (Rediker 24), and will no doubt look unfavorably on pirate meddling. While 
opportunity abounds, threats also loom on the horizon for the enterprising marauder at the start 
of this new golden age of piracy.



 



Positions
Bartholomew Roberts

 Born John Roberts in Wales in 1682, Roberts was a pirate in North Africa as well as the 
Caribbean during the early 1700s. He is known to be the most successful pirate of the Golden Age, 
having captured nearly 470 vessels.

 Bartholomew went to sea at the age of 13, and has been making his living on the ocean 
ever since. Other pirates are bound to look up to Roberts as a pioneer and will hope to have his 
backing in any   decision that is ultimately taken by them. Having captured several vessels, Roberts 
has a lot of resources on hand which he may or may not be inclined to put to use in the fight 
against the British. His crew will live and die for him because Roberts’ combination of bravery and 
success has them indebted and in awe. 

Edward Teach (Blackbeard) 
 Edward Teach is best known for creating the stereotypical image of a pirate due to his 
fearsome appearance . Before battles, he hung smoldering fuses from his beard to terrify enemies. 
He captured dozens of ships along the Atlantic Coast and in the Caribbean.

 Blackbeard is known for being fierce, cunning, and ruthless. As a leader, he spurned the 
use of force, relying instead on his fearsome image to elicit the response he desired from those 
he robbed. Blackbeard was not the tyrannical ruler everyone thought he was and commanded 
his vessels with the permission of their crews. There is also no known account of his ever having 
harmed or murdered those he held captive. Thus, his fearsome image has ensured that he has 
earned the respect of his peers - but most of them are aware that in a gruesome fight he would use 
his cunning over brute force. 

Samuel Bellamy
 Captain Samuel Bellamy, later known as "Black Sam" Bellamy, was an English pirate who 
operated in the early 18th century. Though his known career as a pirate captain lasted little more 
than a year, he and his crew captured at least 53 ships under his command – making him the 
wealthiest pirate in recorded history.

 Bellamy and his men fashioned themselves as Robin Hood’s men and Bellamy became well 
known for his mercy to anyone he captured. His favorite weapons were four duelling pistols that 
he always carried in his sash. Bellamy became a sailor at a young age -  he joined the Royal Navy 
and fought in several battles when he was in his teens. Having been a Naval man, he knows many 
of the officers who are gearing up to fight the pirates and can serve as an important relay if the 
need arises.



Anne Bonny
 Anne Bonny was an Irish pirate operating in the Caribbean and is one of the several notable 
women pirates of the era. She was first introduced to the trade when she married small time pirate 
James Bonny, but later found fame when she started working with Calico Jack, who is reputed to 
be her lover. 

 Bonny is known to have a frightful temper, having stabbed her servant girl with a table 
knife when she was 13. She may have also burned down her father’s plantation because he refused 
to approve of James Bonny. When she and James were in Nassau, James became an informant to 
the governor and Anne began spending more time mingling with pirates at local taverns and out 
at sea on Calico Jack’s sloop Revenge. Anne’s temper has everyone on watch - and her relationship 
with Calico Jack makes her sea-hardened and a reputable pirate of her own right. 

Black Caesar 
 A captured slave who then turned into a pirate, Black Caesar was a well known pirate 
operating off the Florida Keys during the early 18th century. He was later a lieutenant to 
Blackbeard, and was one of five African Americans serving on his flagship.

 According to traditional accounts, Black Caesar was a tribal war chieftain who was lured 
onto a ship by a trader along with 20 of his men by a slave trader. When his ship was nearing 
the Florida coast it ran into a storm, and Black Caesar and one of the sailors on the boat held 
the captain at gunpoint and escaped the ship - emerging from the storm as the only known 
survivors. For years they posed as shipwrecked sailors and collected treasures from passing 
vessels. Eventually, Black Caesar built a harem of over 100 women on his island and had amassed a 
substantial treasure which he kept buried on the island. 

John “Jack” Rackham
 John Rackham, also commonly known as Calico Jack because of the kind of clothing he 
wore,  is known for having designed the famous “Jolly Roger” flag with the skull and crossbones. He 
is also remembered for having two women as a part of his crew.

 Little is known of Rackham's upbringing or early life, except for the fact that he was English 
and born around the year 1682. The first record of him is as quartermaster on Charles Vane's sloop 
Ranger operating out of New Providence island in the Bahamas, which was a notorious base 
for pirates known as the "Pirates' republic." Rackham convinced the crew to vote Vane out as a 
“coward” and took over command of his ship after that. As captain, Rackham generally plundered 
ships close to the shore with some larger ships in the West Indies and the Bahamas.

Stede Bonnet
 Bonnet was often called the “Gentleman Pirate”, because he was a wealthy landowner 
before he turned to a life of piracy. He was mostly active in Barbados and served with Blackbeard 
for a while , before receiving a pardon from the Government to privateer against Spanish 
merchants. Despite this, he did return to piracy again in 1718.



Henry Every (also Henry Avery)
 Dubbed "The Arch Pirate" and "The King of Pirates" by contemporaries, Avery was the 
most notorious pirate of his time; he earned his infamy by becoming one of the few major pirate 
captains to retire with his loot without being arrested or killed in battle, and also for being the 
perpetrator of what has been called the most profitable pirate raid in history. Although Avery's 
career as a pirate lasted only two years, his exploits captured the public's imagination and inspired 
others to take up piracy.

Edward Low 
 Captain Edward “Ned” Low was a notorious pirate in the later days of the Golden Age. 
Although he remained active for only three years, Low is known to be the “most vicious” of all 
pirates with a reputation of brutally torturing his victims before killing them. 

 Low sank over a hundred ships and his vicious torture methods seems rivaled only by 
Francis L’Ollonais of the buccaneering era. While mainly known for his torture methods, Low used 
commonly known tactics in order to lure ships to his hunting grounds. However, his cockiness 
almost got the best of him near Newfoundland; the increased defense mechanisms of the British 
forced Low and other pirates to move from the British territories to the outside areas of the 
Caribbean. 

John Evans
 Evans was a Welsh pirate who had a short but successful career in the Caribbean. After 
initial failure as a legitimate sailor, he turned to piracy and started by raiding houses in a small 
canoe. Evans experienced success following a few simple burglaries by capturing a treasure-filled 
Spanish ship. He then was able to lead his crew to capture more ships in the region and recruit 
more sailors along the way. After these successes, Evans and his crew headed towards the Cayman 
Islands in order to careen their vessels and replenish their supply stores. 

 However, on route to the Islands, Evans got involved in several disputes with his boatswain 
that eventually led to to a challenge of a duel. When the boatswain refused to duel, Evans started 
beating him with his cane which led to the boatswain to draw his pistol and shoot Evans through 
the head, killing him instantly. The crew executed the boatswain for murder. Without a captain, the 
rest of the crew decided to split the treasure and disband on the Cayman Islands. 

Alexander Dalzeel
 Dalzeel was a former officer under Henry Every and started his career at sea as a child 
in Madagascar, before coming to the Caribbean. He is known as one of the first pirate rounders 
and was a member of Every’s crew that captured the massive Ganj-i-Sawai treasure ship. Dalzeel 
remained loyal under Every’s command until they decided to split in which Dalzeel headed 
towards the West Indies. 

 There were not many ships to plunder in the West Indies, and Dalzeel and his crew began 
to run low on supplies. They spotted a lone but heavily armed Spanish Galleon; the captain of 
the galleon did not heed the pirates as a threat, but Dalzeel pulled off a risky, yet successful, raid. 
With this success, the crew decided to head to British Jamaica, but were captured en route. With 
the surrender of the treasure from the Galleon, the pirates were released, but they were captured 
again in Cuba in which they were sentenced to death. Dalzeel managed to escape. 



 Dalzeel was recruited by the French as a privateer and given a letter of marque to attack 
British allied nations during the War of Spanish Succession. While he was successful in this role, 
he was eventually captured by the British and tried and convicted of piracy and treason and was 
sentenced to be hung. However, he was granted a reprieve by the Earl of Mar and received a royal 
pardon for his actions. Dalzeel was then sent to sail towards France to capture a French prize. He 
was finally captured for the last time in Scotland and sent back to London where he was hanged 
on December 15th 1715. 

Mary Read 
 Along with Anne Bonny, she is one of the few known pirates in the Golden Age. Mary Read 
cross-dressed as a man from a young age in order to pass off as her older brother and receive 
money from her paternal grandmother. She found that she liked dressing as a boy and eventually 
started a career as a soldier and a sailor. While en route to the West Indies, her ship was attacked 
and captured by pirates. Read became a pirate unwillingly after she was captured by Calico Jack; 
however, soon she started to like the pirate way of life. On Calico Jack’s ship, she met Anne Bonny, 
who she formed a bond with because they were the only women on the ship. Read’s pirate career 
ended in October 1720 when she was captured by Captain Barnet. While Calico Jack and the rest 
of his crew were charged with piracy, Read and Bonny were spared because they claimed to be a 
child. Read died in prison with her unborn child from fever. 

Henry Morgan 
 On behalf of Jamaica, the ruthless privateer Henry Morgan attacked Spanish cities and 
ships, killing and torturing prisoners. Morgan became very wealthy and was generously rewarded 
for his deeds. He was eventually knighted and appointed Lieutenant Governor of Jamaica. Much of 
Morgan's early life is unknown. He was born in south Wales, but it is not known how he made his 
way to the West Indies, or how he began his career as a privateer. 

 It is probable that in the early 1660s Morgan was active with a group of privateers led by Sir 
Christopher Myngs attacking Spanish cities and settlements in the Caribbean and Central America. 
In 1663 it is likely that Morgan captained one of the ships in Myngs' fleet, and took part in the 
attack on Santiago de Cuba and the Sack of Campeche on the Yucatán Peninsula.

Christopher Condent 
 Originally a privateer for England in the War of Spanish Succession, Christopher Condent's 
real name is uncertain. He has been known under the surnames Condent, Congdon, Connor or 
Condell,but perhaps most commonly known simply as "Billy One-Hand." He was born in Plymouth 
in Devon, and led the return to the Eastern Seas. During a trip across the Atlantic Ocean, Condent 
killed an Indian crewmember, who threatened to ignite the ship's powder magazine. Shortly after, 
the ship captured a merchantman, the Duke of York. After a dispute, the crew split up between 
the two ships, with Condent elected captain of the sloop. Condent soon got the reputation 
for plundering anything that looked interesting in the waters of the West Indies and became 
recognized as a bold, creative and wise opponent. 
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Jean Bonadvis
 Bonadvis was a French pirate active in the Caribbean and given a pardon by King George. 
Bonadvis became an official privateer and eventually hunted other pirates who refused to be 
pardoned by King George.


