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Letter from the Chair
Dear Delegates,

Hello! My name is Nicholas Akrawi, and I am your chair this year for the National Treasury 
Committee. I’d like to welcome you to Cornell University and CIAC VIII. I know you will have an 
awesome time! I’m a senior from Warren, NJ in the College of Engineering majoring in Operations 
Research and Engineering with a minor in Business. I started Model UN freshman year of college 
and I can say that I have learned so much from Model UN and have really enjoyed my time 
participating in it. Aside from MUN, I am the business lead for my project team, an officer in my 
professional fraternity, and an avid intramural athlete and rock climber. This will be my second 
time chairing at CIAC, and my fifth time chairing. I hope all of you are as excited as I am for this 
committee!

Just to get things straight, you DO NOT have to have seen the movie “National Treasure” to succeed 
or enjoy this committee. At the time of writing this, I have not seen it for at least 7 years, so I would 
know as much as you to be honest. This committee puts you in The Firm, a treasure hunting 
corporation. You are put into teams to try and find all the awesome treasures we have detailed in 
the background guide by my awesome dais (and possibly more!). 

The most important thing is for you to have fun. This committee will only succeed if we do that! 
The only way this committee will work properly is if you have fun with you position and be creative 
as possible. Also make sure you get some treasure, the stock price of  The Firm depends on it!!! If 
you need any help or clarifications understanding the committee before or during the conference, 
feel free to email me at nja33@cornell.edu. I cannot wait to see all of you!

Best regards,
Nicholas Akrawi 



Letter from the Crisis Director
Hello delegates,

I’m Kevin Guo, the crisis director for this committee National Treasure. I also hail from Warren, NJ 
and am currently a junior in the College of Engineering, studying Information Science with minors 
in Design and Policy Analysis. Outside of doing Model UN, I am an emergency medical technician 
for Cornell EMS, part of a research group specializing in rapid prototyping and 3D printing, and do 
design work for an engineering project team. 

This will be my second time crisis directing and if there’s one piece of advice I would give, it’s 
go hog wild. The only way anybody is going to have fun in this committee is if we all take it to 
ridiculous new heights. I encourage you to swing this committee in directions that even Nick and I 
can’t foresee. Whether you do it in order to better understand the bounds of human knowledge or 
for just the satisfaction of a quick profit is entirely up to you. In this committee, you will be rubbing 
elbows with multinational corporations, international criminal networks, sprawling government 
apparatus, and sadistic terrorist organizations. Navigate your way through this crazy world we live 
in and bring back home these treasures.

Good Luck!
Kevin



General Background
Introduction

 Welcome to The Firm!! Here you will find a brief history of The Firm and some guiding 
principles that have brought The Firm to where it is today. Enjoy!

History
 The firm started in 2004 under the leadership of Ben Gates. Gates was born in Long Beach, 
California on January 7, 1964. After a brief acting stint, Gates found himself studying Archaeology 
with a minor in History at UCLA where he became fascinated with ancient treasures. He started 
alone, travelling all over California to find small Neolithic age treasures and the lost riches of 
Hollywood’s founding fathers. Eventually, Gates went all-in on one trip and discovered one of the 
many Cities of Gold! He then decided to start The Firm with his rich friend Giuseppe Aventure. 
Together they started recruiting all the best treasure hunters from around the world to help them 
in their quest. Gates and Aventure’s relationship fractured with an early conflict around The Firm’s 
goal, which led to Gate’s demotion to a mere team leader, while Aventure took over both the CEO 
and COO roles.

Goal
 The Firm’s goal is to make a profit. Originally Gates envisioned a quest to further the 
knowledge of mankind by discovering the hidden treasures of the past and enlightening the 
current generations with both knowledge and curiosity. However, since Aventure came to power, 
the firm has focused on amassing large amount of wealth from its treasure hunting expeditions.

Team Structure
 The firm splits its treasure hunting operation into 4 teams. Each team has been carelessly 
thrown together by Aventure to work on finding certain treasures. This became necessary because 
treasure hunting these days is very complicated and dangerous, so working in a team helps 
mitigate risks and reduce bureaucracy, which keeps our shareholders happy (Stock Ticker: CAGE on 
the NASDAQ). Each team has a lead that is meant to help coordinate the effort towards whatever 
goal they decide upon. This goal can change and teams composition remains fluid, but too little 
structure can cause internal issues. Like most work at The Firm, leadership roles can be very 
flexible, except for the dominance of Aventure.

Consequences & Legal Issues
 A little bit of advice before you embark on your mission. If you poorly plan your adventure, 
you could die, and that’s on you. You can’t sue us. Also “technically” what we are doing breaks 
a couple laws and often times the Geneva convention. The Firm will not bail you out, however 
your team may use their budget to do so if they see fit. The Firm also has the right to 15% of all 
monetary value collected, however the team gets 100% of the intangible value!

Questions & Concerns
 If you have any questions or concerns, please bring them to our annual Q&A panel on 
November 2, 2017.



Character List
Team 1 Leader: Dora the Explorer

A natural explorer, Dora Marquez has been exploring since childhood around her native Oaxaca, 
Mexico. Her childhood exploits were documented in the documentary Dora the Explorer, which 
also featured her close friends Boots and Backpack. After the show ended, Ms. Marquez continued 
exploring, studying at Stanford and pursuing her PhD at Harvard in Archaeology while Boots and 
Backpack joined the US Marine Corps. It was at the end of Ms. Marquez’s third year of studies at 
Harvard that Boots and Backpack were killed by a roadside bomb while deployed to Afghanistan. 
This shocking news caused Ms. Marquez to spiral into depression and a heroin addiction. 
Needless to say, she didn’t come back to Harvard the next semester. Instead, she was found by her 
colleagues strung out and malnourished in a construction ditch for the Big Dig near Boston Harbor 
sixteen months later. After an arduous rehab session, Ms. Marquez overcame her addiction and 
finished her PhD. However, her interlude with heroin has prevented her from receiving the plum 
jobs in the academic archaeology field that would’ve normally been afforded to such a prodigious 
explorer. The Firm has been the only place willing to give Ms. Marquez a shot, with the CEO seeing 
her public stature and early fame as great assets for the company’s public exposure. Ms. Marquez 
still remains skeptical of the Firm’s profit motive and while she has been clean for the past seven 
years, many in the Firm are worried that she could relapse back into addiction at any point.

Team 2 Leader: Indiana Jones 
Legendary archeologist, intellectual, and explorer Dr. Henry Walton Jr – more commonly known 
as Indiana Jones – is a hero and treasure-hunter with a cause. As a learned professor of ancient 
civilizations and a bold adventurer, Jones has relied on both brain and brawn to carry him through 
many a mission. Again and again Jones has leapt away from his quiet academic life to navigate 
ancient temples, free enslaved children, outmaneuver Nazis and Soviets, fight aliens, and more. 
As his resume suggests, Jones is more the save-the-world type than the treasure-for-profit type. 
His fight has long been to prevent treasures from falling into the wrong hands, and he has all the 
skills and knowledge to outmaneuver the world’s most ruthless treasure hunters and perhaps, save 
us from them. Or perhaps…Jones will take a different turn. In recent months, students reported 
hearing Jones muttering “I won’t I won’t I won’t, will I?” to himself before lecture. Years of finding 
treasures of immense value without reaping much personal profit have started to take their 
toll, and lately, Jones has found himself wondering if he might, just this once, go out and take a 
treasure for his own. His principles stand against it, but will that be enough? Might Jones, in his 
old age, be susceptible to persuasion, to take a new path, to work for old enemies? Or will the hero 
stand?

Tommy G. Thompson 
Tommy G. Thompson is infamous for his cunning navigation of both the oceanic depths and the 
tangles of the corporate and legal world. In 1988, after organizing a group of investors called the 
Columbus-America Discovery Group, he successfully located the shipwreck of the S.S. Central 
America and devised a robot to dive 8000 feet down to retrieve the millions of dollars’ worth of 
gold that lay inside. But in the years after the discovery, the investors did not receive their gold. 
In fact, it disappeared, and from 2012 to 2015, so did Tompson. After living for years in a Florida 
mansion with his girlfriend, the two of them went into hiding, managing to evade investigators 
and law enforcement for more than two years. But once captured, he still refused to disclose the 



location of his treasure and some say he has been faking memory problems in the Ohio jail where 
he is being held. Or is he? Thompson is a scientific mastermind, a skilled engineer, and a master 
of deceit. You did not hear this from us, but some say the person currently held in jail is a double, 
perhaps even a clone. Rumor has it Tompson is still out there, manipulating his way through 
corporate systems and looking for other treasures to make him wealthier, or perhaps...serve other 
purposes. It isn’t known whether Thompson has accomplices or allies, but it might not hurt to have 
his expertise on your side...but can he be trusted?

Edward Snowden 
Snowden has garnered fame as one of the world’s most well-known whistleblowers in the 
world. While working for a firm associated with the NSA in 2013, Snowden gathered thousands 
of classified documents on NSA surveillance programs that collect massive amounts of data 
from American phone calls and internet communications with foreigners. After leaving the U.S. 
for Hong Kong in 2013, Snowden leaked these documents and others related to United States 
spying to The Guardian and The Washington Post, generating immediate controversy. In the years 
since, Snowden has lived in Russia, evading the U.S. government and continuing to advocate for 
transparency, public oversight, and protection of individual privacy. That’s his public profile. But 
in private, Snowden has become interested in a new realm: treasure-hunting. We can’t quite say 
why, but an anonymous source reports it is the result of a growing obsession with transparency 
at all costs. Snowden, it is rumored, has begun a new cult, fighting for the ideal of transparency 
in everything, for its own sake, for the sake of this world and the next. Unfortunately, we cannot 
provide more detail. The cult acts secretly and carefully conceals its members and proceedings.

Elliot Alderson
It’s hard to say what Elliot Alderson’s exact origins are, mainly because he doesn’t know either. Or 
he could be lying to us due to his intensely private nature. We do know that he has been in prison 
twice for hacking and suffers from a slew of psychological disorders ranging from social anxiety to 
the more interesting dissociative identity disorder. While he has since gone legit working for the 
cyber-security firm Allsafe, many remain suspicions that Mr. Alderson has not only kept contact 
with elements of the criminal hacking community but acts as an active agent of it. Hacker forums 
swirl with rumors and stories about fsociety, the notorious hacker outfit, which many suspect 
that Mr.Alderson plays a pivotal role within. This group has claimed responsibility for hacking into 
and modifying hospital personnel records, intercepting communications from the FBI, and even 
the notorious Five/Nine attacks, which eliminated the records of the world’s largest bank, Bank of 
E, effectively destroying the bank and much of the world’s economy. These same forums allege 
that a mysterious “Mr.Robot” founded and led the fsociety, which could serve as a pseudonym 
for a certain expert hacker. Those who have allegedly seen or met him have described him as 
a mysterious male figure seen almost always in full black clothing, a description that matches 
Alderson’s usual outfit. Indeed, even if Elliot Alderson is Mr.Robot, it is doubtful whether he would 
tell anybody, or even if he would know.

Dirk Pitt
Director of the National Underwater and Marine Agency and a legendary adventurer, Dirk Pitt has 
been a hero who investigated toxic outbreaks, explosions, international incidents, bombings, and 
many other historical events for the United States. Along with his partner Al Giordino, Dirk Pitt 
solved a series of mysteries and has discovered countless treasures. Reportedly, some last saw Dirk 
Pitt returning to his home near Washington, D.C. from a mission on the Black Sea last year. His post 
in NUMA has been temporarily fulfilled by his twin children Dirk Pitt, Jr. and Summer Pitt, who are



desperately searching for their father. Some believe that Dirk Pitt has been secretly building a 
massive and powerful submarine and has been using NUMA resources to fulfill his own hidden 
agendas. Others think that he is being held hostage by Al Giordino, who has also been missing and 
who was always secretly jealous of Dirk Pitt. Still others say that the two partners are using their 
rich resources to work together and steal treasures from around the world. Furthermore, Dirk Pitt’s 
favorite drink, blue agave Tequila, is believed to have been used by him as a marker because the 
drink has been mysteriously appearing in various national treasure sites. Where is Dirk Pitt? What 
has he been up to? And are his children in on his plans?

Lisbeth Salander
Lisbeth Salander has undoubtedly had a hard life. The victim of multiple traumas through 
her childhood and into early adulthood, Salander has a history of violence and psychological 
issues including a long stretch of time when she was declared legally incompetent. That isn’t 
meant to overshadow her photographic memory or her prowess in hacking. Indeed Salander’s 
achievements include solving a series of gruesome unsolved murders, exposing corruption and 
money laundering by the country’s biggest billionaire, and exposing a secret conspiracy within the 
Swedish Security Service. However, her dark personality and history have made everybody in the 
firm, including Gates and Aventure, wary to deal with her, knowing that rubbing her the wrong 
way could leave them broke, ostracized, or dead. 

Swiper
The documentary series Dora the Explorer accurately portrayed the tension between Swiper the 
Fox and Dora Marquez. While portrayed in the series as a petty and childish thief, it turns out that 
Swiper suffered from an extreme case of undiagnosed kleptomania. Indeed, these tendencies 
exacerbated as he got older, rendering him unable to hold down a stable job and forced him to 
seek opportunities outside of his native Oaxaca, Mexico. Swiper instead found himself working 
for a series of criminal outfits where his ability to fit into small spaces and disguise himself gave 
him value as an asset for whichever team he found himself working for. However, his kleptomania 
inevitably reemerged, forcing him to flee to another country and another job. The London 
Metropolitan Police eventually captured Swiper and imprisoned him for his involvement in the 
attempted theft of the Koh-i-Noor diamond at the Tower of London. In exchange for a shortened 
sentence, Swiper agreed to therapy to treat his kleptomania and earned release after three years. 
Despite countless prosperous years as part of the Firm, many, including Aventure, remain unsure 
if he can keep his kleptomania at bay and most of his team members have been sure to keep their 
valuables close to their chests. 

Basher Tarr
Basher Tarr rose to prominence as a British munitions expert. Basher’s love of pyrotechnics started 
at a young age, leading him to be tossed around remedial schooling circuit for a while. After 
causing a blackout in his high school to swap SAT tests with a classmate, Tarr maneuvered his way 
into university where he perfected his craft working in theatre production and put his pyrotechnic 
skills to go use. After graduating with a degree of theatre, he quickly found full-time employment 
working at the Grand Theatre in Cincinnati. However, after a fight with his manager that led to Tarr 
blowing up the bottom of the stage during the opening night of “Shrek: The Musical”, he promptly 
lost  his job and began a life on the run, slowly perfecting his craft of explosives. Tarr does not 
partake in these activities for money, instead, he loves to live for the thrill of adventure. Ben Gates 
enjoyed Tarr’s attitude on the team, but will Aventure be okay with his attitude or is there another 
blast to be had?



“The Amazing” Yen
Yen isn’t called amazing for nothing! He started his acrobatic studies at the young age of eleven. 
After winning silver in the Olympics for the Chinese national team, he initially wanted to spend 
his days as an acrobatics teacher. However, the Chinese military quickly recruited him at the ripe 
age of twelve due to his amazing agility and flexibility. After seven years of service, Yen decided 
to follow his dream of becoming an entrepreneur. He started his own small firm of acrobats that 
would go around China and find hidden treasures from the Ming dynasty. He amassed upwards of 
five million dollars before the Fire nation attacked….I mean the government police came knocking 
on his door. Knowing he had to escape, he eluded Chinese officials and found his way to Hawaii 
where he met Ben Gates. Yen has garnered a reputation for having a quite a large ego (winning 
an Olympic medal does that), but his invaluable elusiveness and ability to contort his body into a 
backpack make him an enormous asset.

Simon Mann
Simon Mann was born to an English father and South African mother.  Mann left Eton College to 
training to be an officer in the British military, first serving as a foot soldier all across Europe in 
the 1970’s.  Eventually Mann became a member of the Special Air Service (SAS), an elite Branch 
of special forces that focuses on counter-terrorism, covert reconnaissance, and unconventional 
warfare.  During his time in the SAS, Mann acquired a variety of skills, namely different combat 
styles, tactics, strategies, and most famous of the SAS, resistance to interrogation.  After his time 
in the SAS, Mann worked in computer security.  He then went on to found Sandline International, 
an organization specializing in teaching various espionage skills and selling mercenaries for ire.  
Mann also participated in a number of covert operations for hire, and eventually got involved 
in an attempted coup in Equatorial Guinea. He was arrested for his actions, but recently gained 
his freedom.  Mann has made many enemies through his years of service in the military and as a 
soldier for hire.  Was Mann safer in prison than he is in the streets?  

Team 3 Leader: Lara Croft
Lara Croft is the daughter of Lord Richard Croft, Earl of Abingdon, and Amelia.  Raised an aristocrat, 
Croft attended boarding school and eventually completed finishing school.  While on a vacation 
travelling the world with her parents, her plane crashed leaving Lara and her parents stranded in 
Nepal.  While they were taking shelter in an abandoned temple, Lara’s mother Amelia vanished 
after accidentally meddling with a famously cursed sword.  Her father soon after disappeared 
while searching for her mother.  Driven by the disappearances of her parents, Lara has travelled the 
world many times over as an archaeologist/ adventurer raiding tombs, facing cults, and searching 
for hidden treasures.  Fluent in six languages, a skilled markswoman, and master in three different 
fighting styles, Croft can take on any dangers headed her way.  Croft has successfully obtained 
some of the most valuable treasures, antiquities, and historical discoveries in the world. Rumors 
have been circulating that recently old familial ties and obligations have been surfacing holding 
her back.  What are the cause of these changes?  Could recents rumors of Lara’s acquaintance with 
the Lord of Farringdon be to blame? Or, could Croft’s long lost parents be resurfacing? 

Nathan Drake
Descendant of famous explorer and buccaneer Sir Francis Drake, Nathan Drake has adventure in 
his blood.   Drake, originally Nathan Morgan, experienced the loss of his mother at a very young 
age and was raised in Saint Francis’ Boys Home alongside his older brother Samuel. From his 
placement into the home, Nathan quickly got into trouble and fought with the other boys.  



Eventually, his brother became involved in criminal activities, leading to his expulsion from the 
orphanage and Nathan soon followed. Growing up on the streets, these two picked up various 
skills, such as pick-pocketing, conning, and self-defense. After discovering a secret journal their 
mother kept connecting them to the famous explorer Sir Francis Drake, the two set out on a 
journey following in Drake’s footsteps and completing their mother’s work.  At this time, the two 
adopted the name Drake.  Shortly after their journey following Sir Francis’ footsteps began, Samuel 
got arrested.  Without his brother, Nathan travelled the world selling his skills to the highest bidder, 
searching for some of the world’s greatest treasures.  Nathan remains loyal to only two things: 
the highest bidder and his brother Samuel.  Very few people know about Nathan’s brother, but 
rumors still circulate. Will Nathan be able to explore and discover treasure, or will his brother make 
a reappearance?

Wario
Wario is the son of an American WWII soldier and a Japanese mother. Wario has always struggled 
with his weight, which was a constant source of bullying material for his childhood nemeses. After 
university, he broke into Japan’s booming gaming industry where he started a popular set of video 
games named after himself. A neighboring gaming startup named Nintendo ended up stealing 
the design and idea of Wario and out-lawyer him in court. The legal fees began amounting quickly 
and Wario tried to find get-rich-quick schemes to pay them off. He eventually stumbled upon 
treasure hunting and quickly amassed a great fortune. Wario only desires projects where he can 
make the most amount of money, which has made him one of Aventure’s favorites, and potentially 
the successor of the firm, causing much distaste from his co-workers.

Short Round
A Shanghai street kid orphaned at a young age, Short Round lived off of pickpocketing and being 
a guide. One of these pickpocketing adventures led him into the bullwhip of Indiana Jones, who 
recruited Shorty as his driver and sidekick. Shorty remains completely loyal to Indiana Jones and 
would defend Indiana with his own life. He helped Indiana escape from Mola Ram’s evil psychic 
control during their mission in India and find the sacred stone. Shorty has knowledge about the 
whereabouts of many other treasures thanks to Indiana, and other adventurers have sought him 
out for information. So far, they have been unsuccessful because of Shorty’s strong relationship 
with Indiana, but is it possible something could make him spill? Some rumors say that Shorty’s 
parents actually survived the Japanese bombing that supposedly killed them and have been 
working on a dangerous, secret mission. Word has it that they are looking for their son and will 
tell him everything they have done since they last saw him. Their agenda may or may not be 
threatening to Indiana Jones…

Team 4 Leader: Ben Gates
Ben Gates, after an illustrious career of finding a City of Gold (though most scholars remain 
skeptical that it is the only one, after all most accounts report up to seven), stealing the Declaration 
of Independence, and kidnapping the President, Gates decided to legitimize his treasure hunting 
ventures by forming a company with the legendary Italian venture capitalist Giuseppe Aventure. 
The two founded the firm with Gates as Chief Executive Officer and majority shareholder and 
Aventure as the Chief Operating Officer, concerned with the day to day operations of the company. 
But while Gates believed that the Firm’s main mission centered on expanding the horizon of 
human knowledge of its own past far faster and wider than the bureaucratic machinations of 
Universities, Governments, or Museums, Aventure believed that the Firm’s main role focused on



simply profit maximization. These two competing visions clashed with each other for a number 
of years until Aventure outmaneuvered Gates, leading to Gates ouster from the CEO position and 
replacement by Aventure. Under Aventure’s leadership, the Firm went public and Gates’ shares 
diluted to nearly nothing when a consortium of activist investors lead by Aventure acquired 
a majority of the company’s shares. Since then, the Firm has profited by discovering sites and 
using their first mover advantage to acquire anything of value along with the exclusive rights to 
anything else found. In the meantime, Gates has been demoted to just another treasure hunter 
in his own company and has seen his vision perverted. There has been speculation as to whether 
Gates should be kept in the employ of the Firm and indeed some believe that Gates may attempt 
to recapture control of the company.

Treasures
El Dorado:

 El Dorado, the lost city of gold, has been sought after for hundreds of years by explorers 
who have hoped to find a land of gold and treasures.  Legend has it that somewhere in South 
America, there was once a Muisca tribe, in the Cundinamarca and Boyacá areas of Colombia (Reese 
2015). Every newly appointed Muisca tribal chief – referred to as El Dorado, “the gilded one” – had 
to undergo a ritual in which he would be covered in nothing but gold, be sent to the middle of 
Lake Guatavita on a raft, and submerse himself in the lake and throw pieces of gold and gems as 
offerings to the gods. This ritual supposedly guaranteed peace and harmony for the Muisca tribe 
(Joshua 2013).

the famous treasure that they supposed lay buried deep. As people continued to search for El 
Dorado, it eventually became the name of a mysterious city of gold in Latin America.  

 Many people mistakenly believed that England’s Sir Walter Raleigh found El Dorado in the 
1500s and marked the location on English maps (Joshua 2013). This rumor, however, has been 
disproved, and Raleigh’s two expeditions to search for El Dorado not only discovered nothing, 
but also led to his son’s death – caused by conflict with the Spaniards – and his own –from an 
execution order by King James because Raleigh had caused such tension with Spain (Reese 2015).
 
 Numerous accounts still exists of explorers who have tried, but failed, at finding El Dorado. 
The location and existence of this lost city of gold remains a mystery. Are there really gold and 
treasures buried under a lake in South America? Is this mysterious lake Lake Guatavita, Lake 
Iguaque, the Siecha Lakes, Lake Parime, or one of the other lakes that have been known for being 
spiritual places and containing gold? Furthermore, earthquakes over the years have caused these 
bodies of water to shift, potentially moving the gold that lies at the bottom. How can one uncover 
the true location of the gold and then move on the draining the lake deep enough to actually 
reach the gold?

 In 1545, Conquistadores Lázaro 
Fonte and Hernán Perez de Quesada 
attempted to find the hidden treasure 
by draining Lake Guatavita (Reese 2015). 
They managed to find pieces of gold 
along the lake’s shores, but they could 
not drain the lake deep enough to find 



 Many obstacles stand in your way of finding 
this treasure. Will there be a team of brave, smart 
adventurers who can finally debunk this myth and 
discover all the secret treasures? Are there more 
secrets behind El Dorado waiting for people to 
uncover?

 It has been rumored that Dora the Explorer 
and Ben Gates have been embarking on separate 
quests to find El Dorado and each divulged previously 
concealed secrets. What do they know about El 
Dorado? Will they successfully find all the treasures? 
And who are there to sabotage their missions? Swiper the fox, Hedge, or other adventurers?

 
 Coca-Cola, long one of America’s (indeed, the 
world’s) most popular beverages, has since its earliest 
days been surrounded by rumor and hype. The drink, 
first concocted by pharmacist John Pemberton in the 
years after the American Civil War, has a secret recipe, 
carefully concealed in 1891 by Asa Griggs Candler when 
he took over the company after Pemberton’s death and

turned Coca-Cola into a major commercial success (Cantwell). Some say that Candler attempted to 
destroy all written copies of the recipe, relying on a few employees to memorize it. 

 Today this cannot be not feasible. As a multibillion dollar corporation that sells its products 
around the globe, some written copies and several people know the recipe to ensure that the 1.7 
billion Coca-Cola products served worldwide each day fulfills those special guarded instructions 
(Allen). However, Coca-Cola still claims to be the only possessor of the full Coca-Cola recipe. In 
particular, it has hyped “Merchandise 7X” as a secret mixture crucial to Coca Cola’s taste that has 
not been discovered (Henderson). Although many claim to have figured out the ingredients, 
without official confirmation, doubt remains. Might there be a team that can clear this doubt once 
and for all?

 The official written recipe only exists - or so Coca-Cola claims - in a vault in Atlanta, Georgia 
and in the memories of a few top employees. In recent years, Coca-Cola has turned this vault into 
tourist attraction, creating an exhibit where visitors can learn about and play games related to the 
mystery and hopefully, buy some Coca-Cola (Vault). Thus the rumor surrounding the recipe may 
be less a reflection of its true mysterious nature and more a reflection of Coca-Cola’s true priority: 
selling more Coca-Cola. The mysterious recipe that gives Coca-Cola its spark...it’s a great marketing 
technique.

 But what if the mystery of the Coca-Cola ingredients actually serves as distraction from 
a deeper mystery: not how Coca-Cola is made per se, but how the ingredients are bought in 
mass quantities and combined without revealing the recipe and how the drink has been able 
to dominate markets and win the loyalties of millions -  is it really something in the drink? How, 
for example, has Coca Cola been able to obtain sole rights to legally import coca leaves - which 
contain cocaine - though a partner, Stepan Co. (Elmore)?  From which countries do those coca 
leaves come from and how does the company purchase them? Such information could bring



political consequences...or opportunities. What happens to the cocaine left over when cocaine-
free extract is sold to Coca-Cola Company? Is it truly only sold as extract for medical purposes 
(Edwards)? What secrets might the other ingredients hold? 

 This leaves many questions...and perhaps, opportunities. Not all treasures exist as objects 
to obtain. Information can be just as valuable and lucrative. After all, treasure hunting is expensive, 
having the right connections, potentially essential. Uncovering the recipe once and for all and 
cracking the workings of the Coca-Cola corporate machine - what’s in it for you?

Computer Virus:
 Viruses have been a fact of computation since the early days of connected computers. The 
Creeper Virus  was the first practical example of a self-replicating virus which went from computer 
to computer in ARPANET, the precursor to the internet, in 1971. While the Creeper Virus remained 
benign, only printing “I'm the creeper: catch me if you can,” viruses soon became more malignant, 
stealing personal info, infiltrating computers, and generating profit for some. This has led to the 
creation of an entire industry based on protecting computers from viruses and hackers, one that’s 
projected to be worth $120 billion by 2017.

 However, while most viruses target either individuals or corporations, a whole other class 
of computer virus has emerged, weaponized pieces of code that could paralyze an entire region’s 
or nation’s infrastructure. The first one major case came with Stuxnet, a virus discovered in Iran’s 
Natanz uranium enrichment plant. Some have suspected either the Israelis or the Americans 
created Stuxnet, but other information shows that it has infected computers beyond the Iranian 
nuclear sites it initially targeted. Stuxnet exploited a Zero Day vulnerability in the system, a 
vulnerability unknown even to the developers of the system. 

 A virus like Stuxnet could have disastrous effects in the wrong hands. Russian hackers 
have already been accused of shutting down Kiev’s power grid as part of the Russian war against 
Ukraine and cyber security experts have warned that cyber attacks against the US could not only 
cripple American infrastructure but also potentially have world, with the potential for the loss of 
control of our nuclear arsenal.

 And here, the Firm can profit, legally or not. Since Stuxnet, a market for Zero Day 
vulnerabilities has popped up with especially important Zero Days potentially being valued up to 
millions of dollars. Exposing and selling these vulnerabilities in corporate or national infrastructure 
could bring in a health profit from anybody including terrorist groups, rival corporations, and 
hostile governments. Additionally, the Firm, with its group of notorious hackers, could act as 
digital mercenaries, bringing down the digital infrastructure of a company or nation on behalf of 
the highest bidder. While profitable, this leads to an immense amount of risk being placed on the 
Firm. A safer, but less lucrative, venture could be report these vulnerabilities to the entities that 
unwittingly harbor them. Often times, these organizations offer large rewards for information 
around vulnerabilities in their security systems. Ultimately, at a time when information has 
emerged as the most powerful weapon, the choice is in your hands.



Babylonian Empire, the King’s Crown:
 The Babylonian Empire first came to real power after a series of tribes and groups united 
under King Hammurabi in the 1750’s BCE.  During this time, Hammurabi expanded the city of 
Babylon and established a series of laws which we now refer to as the Code of Hammurabi.  After 
Hammurabi’s death, Babylon went through a period of decline numerous different groups ruled 
the region over a short period of time.  Until the mid 500’s BCE, Babylonian rulers controlled 
Babylon and the surrounding areas.  After that time, the Persian Empire these regions.

 In the seventh century, Arab Muslims seized this territory as they took over control of 
the Persian empire.  During this period, the area in and around Babylon changed and gradually 
underwent Islamization and Arabization. This long history has left many treasures and cultural 
artifacts left in the region. Cities such as Palmyra have been said to be “brimming with history.”

 Present day Babylon and the surrounding areas sits within Iraq, and face extremely 
dangerous social and political climates due to the presence and control of ISIS.  ISIS, or the Islamic 
State of Iraq and Syria, is a radical anti-west militant group, established in Iraq which wants to 
create an independent Islamic state in the region. In addition to terrorizing the people in these 
areas, has been destroying ancient sites, temples, artifacts, and works as well as looting old 
palaces.  

 Most notably, ISIS has been seeking a hidden treasure.  The most important artifact is a 
collection of the Lost King’s jewels from ancient Babylon, specifically the crown which lies hidden 
somewhere near the original location of the Ishtar Gate.  If ISIS gets their hands on the king’s 
hidden store of treasure, who knows how long they can finance their terror and destruction of the 
area? 

 The Firm has a vested interest in events throughout the Middle East and greatly desires 
to recover the Lost King’s crown covertly as members of ISIS search for it as well. If ISIS gets their 
hands on the crown first, the Firm could lose a substantial amount of their investments in the area.  
Will these brave adventurers be able to gain access into the British Museum where the original 
Ishtar Gate is being held and uncover the hidden map with the location of the treasure?  ISIS will 
keep destroying precious artifacts, manuscripts and works of art unless this brave team faces the 
risks of going into ISIS controlled territory, discovering their plans for destruction, and recovering 
the crown.
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